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Eliminate the U.S. Trade and Development Agency

RECOMMENDATION
Congress should eliminate the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA).

RATIONALE

The USTDA is intended to help companies create These activities more properly belong to the pri-
U.S. jobs through the export of U.S. goods and services  vate sector. The best way to promote trade and devel-
for priority development projects in emerging econ- opment is to reduce trade barriers. Another way is to
omies. The USTDA links U.S. businesses to export reduce the federal budget deficit and thereby federal
opportunities by funding project planning activities, borrowing from abroad, freeing more foreign dollars
pilot projects, and reverse trade missions while creat- tobe spent on U.S. exports instead of federal treasury
ing sustainable infrastructure and economic growth bonds. A dollar borrowed from abroad by the govern-
in partner countries.! ment is a dollar not available to buy U.S. exports or

invest in the private sector of the U.S. economy.
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ENDNOTES
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